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Our solution to 
climate change?
People
Thank you for being 
on our team
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Articulate  the 
benefits of 

carbon pricing 
and border 

carbon 
adjustments. 

Learn how to 
be an 

effective 
citizen 

lobbyist.

Our Learning Objectives

Absorb our history, 
and culture 

including our 
mission, values and 
5 levers of political 

will.
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● Citizensʼ Climate Lobby 
established in 2007

● 145 active chapters 
outside USA

● Outside the USA, 17,613 
supporters organized in 
76 countries,  with 51 
countries with active CCI 
chapters

● Canada joined in 2010. 
Australia and Sweden in 
2013. By 2015, 
connecting globally.

Overview



“...I realized that 
ordinary people like me 
would have to organize, 
educate ourselves, give 
up our hopelessness, 
and gain the skills to be 
effective with our 
government.”

Marshall Saunders, CCL Founder
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Our Mission
We work to build political 
will for a livable world, by 

empowering citizen 
volunteers to have 

breakthroughs in the 
exercise of their personal 

and political power.



Four Defined Program Areas



Our Core Values

Focus Integrity Diversity

Personal Power Relationships Nonpartisan

Optimism



Climate Income

3 Ways to Price Carbon

Cap and Trade (ETS)

Carbon Tax



Climate Income (Carbon Fee and Dividend)
Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act “Back Stop”  or  “Fuel Charge”



CCL Is For Not Against

Place a fee on fossil fuels at the source 
(mine, well or port).  
Start at $15/tonne CO2e, increase 
$10/tonne annually

Return net revenues to households 
equally, protecting lower/middle class.

A border adjustment on goods imported 
from or exported to countries without 
an equivalent price on carbon. 

LASER TALK: Climate Income



Canada is studying 
Border Carbon Adjustments

Climate Income (Carbon Fee and Dividend)
Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act “Back Stop”  or  “Fuel Charge”



The Federal Backstop Program for Carbon Pricing

Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/G-11.55/



https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/reports/estimated-impacts-federal-system/federal-carbon-pollution-pricing-system_en.pdf

ESTIMATED RESULTS OF CANADA’s  FEDERAL GHG POLLUTION PRICING ACT

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/reports/estimated-impacts-federal-system/federal-carbon-pollution-pricing-system_en.pdf


Removing fossil fuel subsidiesPembina Simulator (2018 data)

https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/laser-talk-pembina-simulator-find-pricing-pollution-core-component-of-cost-effective-climate-plan/ 

LEGEND
BAU = Business as usual
NDC = Nationally Determined 
Contribution (Paris 2015 target)
PCF = Pan Canadian Framework

TAKE HOME MESSAGE
carbon pricing is an 

essential core component 
of a cost-effective climate 

plan.

https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/laser-talk-pembina-simulator-find-pricing-pollution-core-component-of-cost-effective-climate-plan/


Canada is studying 
Border Carbon Adjustments. Currently, 

heavy emitters pay a much reduced carbon 
price in the Output Based Pricing System 

(OBPS) 

What would happen if heavy 
industry paid the full price and 

OBPS was replaced with Border 
Carbon Adjustments? 

Climate Income & Border Carbon Adjustments



https://www.cleanprosperity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Creating_Clean_Prosperity_Nov2020.pdf

https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/f
iles/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-019-S/R

P-2021-019-S_en.pdf 

Canadians for Clean Prosperity Data 
Impacts of tightening carbon pricing for heavy emitters = Big GHG cuts

https://www.cleanprosperity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Creating_Clean_Prosperity_Nov2020.pdf
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-019-S/RP-2021-019-S_en.pdf
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-019-S/RP-2021-019-S_en.pdf
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-019-S/RP-2021-019-S_en.pdf


Powering America 

Forward to  

Clean Energy

Puts Money in Your Pocket

The money collected from the carbon fee is given as a dividend, “climate 
income” payment to every person to spend with no restrictions. Most low and 

middle income people will come out financially ahead or break even.



WE CAN CUT GHGS AND REDUCE INCOME EQUALITY TOO

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-021-01228-x 

https://www.sei.org/publications/the-carbon-inequality-era/ 

https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/extreme-carbon-inequality-
why-the-paris-climate-deal-must-put-the-poorest-lowes-582545

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-021-01228-x
https://www.sei.org/publications/the-carbon-inequality-era/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/extreme-carbon-inequality-why-the-paris-climate-deal-must-put-the-poorest-lowes-582545
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/extreme-carbon-inequality-why-the-paris-climate-deal-must-put-the-poorest-lowes-582545


Parliamentary Budget Office Data 

https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/
Reports/RP-1920-024-S/RP-1920-024-S_en.pdf 

https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-1920-024-S/RP-1920-024-S_en.pdf
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-1920-024-S/RP-1920-024-S_en.pdf


Wolfram Alpha: Income Quintiles
Country

Lowest Income Quintile

Gini Index

Highest Income Quintile

https://www.wolframalpha.com/input?i=Income+distribution+Canada+vs+Rwanda+vs+Burundi+vs+Cape+Verde+vs+Uganda+ 
 https://www.wolframalpha.com/input?i=Income+distribution+United+States+vs+Nigeria+vs+Kenya+vs+Zimbabwe+vs+Zambia+ 

The Gini Index is measure of 
statistical dispersion intended to 
represent the income inequality 

or the wealth inequality

TAKE HOME MESSAGE
Global patterns of Wealth Inequality 
are similar. Thus, one would expect 

most lower and middle income 
households to come out ahead with 

Climate Income. 

https://www.wolframalpha.com/input?i=Income+distribution+Canada+vs+Rwanda+vs+Burundi+vs+Cape+Verde+vs+Uganda+
https://www.wolframalpha.com/input?i=Income+distribution+United+States+vs+Nigeria+vs+Kenya+vs+Zimbabwe+vs+Zambia+
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_dispersion#Measures_of_statistical_dispersion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_dispersion#Measures_of_statistical_dispersion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_distribution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wealth_distribution


Powering America 

Forward to  

Clean Energy

Net Zero by 2050 

Climate Income  is the single most powerful tool we have to get us to net zero by 2050.



EnROADS
A cutting-edge simulation model to test climate solutions and generate climate scenarios for the future.

Global impact of
★ Removing Fossil Fuel Subsidies
★ Subsidizing Clean Energy
★ Maximizing Tree Growth
★ Carbon Pricing

On 
★ Global Primary Sources of Energy
★ Air pollution
★ Global Temperatures



Baseline Global Scenario



Removing fossil fuel subsidiesEn ROADs Carbon Pricing vs Other Policies

c

Removing all fossil fuel subsidies globally

Maximizing carbon pricingMaximizing Tree Growth

Maximizing clean energy subsidies



CCL’s Levers of Political Will
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CCL’s  Five Levers of Political Will 

We focus on five core 
activities that our 

chapters leverage to 
bring citizens into the 

political process and to 
create constructive 

change possible.
27E



Five Levers of Political Will

28

Lobby GrasstopsMedia
Grassroots Team
Tabling & Presentations 

Group & Volunteer Development 
Monthly Meetings, Training, Hospitality

GrassrootsTabling Presentations



ROW TOGETHER
Every month do an action 

or two together and 
practise a Laser Talk

CCL’s Monthly Actions

E

Group & Volunteer 
Development 

Monthly Meetings, Training, 
Hospitality



CCL Is For Not Against

Place a fee on fossil fuels at the 
source (mine, well or port).  
Start at $15/tonne CO2e, increase 
$10/tonne annually

Return net revenues to households 
equally, protecting lower/middle class.

A border adjustment on goods 
imported from or exported to 
countries without an 
equivalent price on carbon. 

LASER TALK: Carbon Fee & Dividend



Five Levers of Political Will
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Lobby
GrasstopsMedia

Group & 
Volunteer 

Development Grassroots



Discussion
We are citizen 

lobbyists not experts. 
How do they differ 
and what does that 

mean for your tactics 
when lobbying?

 



Motivational Interviewing
A person-centered interviewing style for 
eliciting behavior change by helping people 
to explore, find common ground and  
overcome  obstacles and move forward 
together. 

BASIC STEPS
1. Get permissions to start a topic.
2. Ask how, who, what, when and where 

questions. Avoid why questions.  
3. Get the other person talking.  The 

politicians should be doing most of the 
talking.

 

1. Get permissions to start a topic.



Research the Politician First
Get to know the politician first. 

Search their websites, social 
media, and government websites.

Be sure to also include contact 
information and the name of the 

politiciansʼ staffers. 

Share it with your team. 



Securing the appointment

Phone and then email. If need be, leave 
a voicemail and follow it up with an 

email. 

If you are a constituent, identify 
yourself as one.

Be sure to mention you are with 
Citizensʼ Climate International.



Practicing Meeting with a 
Politician
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Roles in Your Meeting
● Lobby Lead
● Appreciator  
● Time Monitor  
● Notetaker  
● Discussion
● Asker 
● Deliverer  
● Follow-up  
● Photographer
● Observer 

These are suggestions,  
be flexible. Be ready to 
assume multiple roles. 

Encourage everyone 
to participate in the 

discussion .



Basic Meeting Outline 

Beginning  
thanks, how much 

time, intros, 
appreciation, state 

our purpose and ask.  

Middle
exchange thoughts, MI 
questions, listening for 
values, and moving MP 

forward.  

End
clarify supporting 

ask(s), plans for 
follow-up, photo, and 
thank them for time. 



● Identify the “Lobby Lead”
● Settle on who you plan to lobby
● “Lobby Lead” facilitates assignment of roles and 

your teamʼs meeting plan
● Come up with 2 or 3 Motivational Interviewing 

questions 
● Make sure everyone has a role and participates
● Role play
● Debrief As A Group

E

Role Play a Meeting



Debrief  

● What was effective?
 

● What would you change?
 

● Biggest takeaway?
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Additional Photos



“I have worn these sandals 
for many a summer, even 
though I may feel that I am 
not worthy to stand in the 
shoes of so great a man. It 
was my fate to be the 
antagonist of a man for 
whom, even then, I had the 
highest respect”.

“J'ai porté ces sandales 
pendant de nombreux étés, 
même si je pense que je ne 
suis pas digne de me mettre 
à la place d'un si grand 
homme. C'était mon destin 
d'être l'antagoniste d'un 
homme pour qui, même 
alors, j'avais le plus grand 
respect”. 

-Jan Smuts
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ICONS



www.citizensclimatelobby.org

Thank You!
Merci !
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